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A concise manifesto for the MPA

The Materialist Psychogeographic Affiliation is an

open call to engage with the problematics of public life

in the twenty-first century.

1. Psychogeography must be a platform for social

critique

2. Psychogeography must inspire a new creative

production.

The extent to which psychogeography strays from these

two points is the extent to which it loses its relevance.

Although brief, these two points provide the ground from

which psychogeography can expand.

Materialism is the composition of things.  It is the

investigation of our concrete milieu.  Materialism is the

middle ground, neither political dogma or occultism.  As

Felix Guattari writes, ‘Marx’s writings still have their

value, Marxist discourse has lost its value’1.  

Our psychogeography of redevelopment recognises that

the urban environment continually changes.  It examines

how cities have re-composed themselves in the past and

will continue to do so into the future.  The present is ripe

for critique.  To paraphrase Ewan MacColl: ‘In the

morning we rebuilt the city, in the afternoon walked

through its streets’.  We will also walk the countryside.

- Mark Rainey

1 Guattari, ‘The Three Ecologies’, trans. by Ian Pindar and Paul Sutton (London, Athlone: 2000) p.43 



My article, ‘Mind the Gap: Psychogeography as an

Expanded Tradition’1 addresses its subject as a de-

radicalised, traditional activity, which has retrospectively

included many other historical phenomena. It also

criticises the 1990s-onwards tendency for some

psychogeographic groups to dabble with the occult,

conspiracy theories and other ‘irrational’ phenomena. 

Since writing this, discussions with key Manchester

psychogeographers have tried to tackle

psychogeography’s current status further. Some have

suggested to me that the ‘occult’ was present in the

Situationist Project all along, something I am yet to find

evidence for. Others have suggested the importation of

psychogeography into science, in order to counter

science’s usage by neo-liberalist political agency. Not

only am I concerned about the desire to hide an already

politicised practise within science in order to counter an

‘opposing’ political trend within it, but I am dubious of

psychogeography’s use as a scientific approach per se.

My ‘Notes on the Situationist Theses on Traffic’ later in

this newsletter attempt to address these points further, as

does my aforementioned Street Signs article.

This said, all the groups and individuals we have been

talking to have been invited to contribute to the debate.

The invitiation is renewed. 

I feel that the post-1968 protest watershed partly led to

‘third way’ politics, rather than remaining apart from

them. A de-authorised, negotiated, co-operative - and I

hesitate to use this term in the face of its assumptive over-

use and misuse - ‘rhizomic’ negotiation of ‘play’ and

‘drift’, translates perfectly well into corporate

environments with creative romper rooms, rule-creating-

and-breaking workers and supposedly ‘de-hierarchised’

working environments. Yet these spaces, influenced by

the watershed of Situationism, are only the front spaces

of neoliberalism, their back spaces are an always-

increasing rationalisation and refinement of management

acumen in all areas of life, ‘progressing’, from the

enlightenment. This said, the radical interruptions of the

late 1960s were one part of a dialectic providing our

current discourses around liberty and individualism.

The Situationist project is thoroughly assimilated by the

mainstream already and we intend to re-approach it

presuming this traditional status. The act of

détournement, if not dérive, is political, subjective in

nature, an aspect we wish to wear on our sleeves. 

Our own attempt to push our materialist bias should

never be seen as scientific, or neutral.

- Steve Hanson

1 See The Centre for Urban and Community Research website for the back issues of Street Signs. The article in question appears
in the Autumn 2007 edition.



The following text was originally written as a

Wikipedia entry for Caffé Nero.  It was soon

removed for being ‘Original Research’ and

‘Deliberate Nonesense’. 

Caffe Nero as a Site of
Psychogeographic Praxis 

On July 27th 2007, a date marking the 50th anniversary

of the foundation of the Situationist International, a

group of psychogeographers gathered as part of the

Identikit Manchester Project. The project involved

visiting every Caffé Nero in Manchester City Centre. A

total of 9 were visited. The group included affiliates of

the Materialist Psychogeographic Affiliation, the Bored

in the City Collective, Urbis and Manchester

Metropolitan University. The project was simple, but the

subject was immense. Participants had no instructions

other than each visit to a Caffé Nero would last

approximately 10 minutes.  This effectively gave

participants the freedom to examine the café from

whatever angle they wanted.

For instance, one participant examined the layout of

each cafe. Is each Caffé Nero designed the same as the

other? How different is each space? Do the designs only

change in order to adapt to a specific site or do they

change deliberately to give some semblance of

difference to the coffee chain?

Another particpant examined the role of bodies: What

people use Caffé Nero? Who has the cultural capital to

use the space correctly? How are people portrayed in

publicity material?

Another participant examined Caffé Nero as a site of

‘hidden work’. The coffee making is the ‘performed’

work, but what about the cleaning, stocking, washing up

and other unsightly work? This involved the participant

examining ‘Staff-Only’ areas.

On one hand the project was the examination of local

issues - Manchester has transformed itself from a city of

industrial decline to a model of neoliberal urbanism.

This process has resulted in the proliferation of chain

bars and cafes, repeated commercial spaces throughout

a spacially small centre.  Yet it is also a global issue.

Café culture is prevalent in the western world. While

historically a culture of bohemianism, café culture is

now framed by capitalist ideology. We have now seen

the irresistable rise of the chain café. A Starbucks

seemingly appears on every street corner. The modern

café provides a lense through which to examine

everyday contemporary life.

Why Caffé Nero? The answer was quite simple.

Starbucks is just too obvious. Psychogeographers are

anything but obvious. Caffé Nero is also a dominant

national brand, rather than a global brand. This made it

Identikit
Manchester by Mark Rainey



quite interesting as it creates its own myth, tracing its

origins to Italy, when in fact it has always remained a

British company.  This only exemplifies the importance

of myth-making in branding.

It is worth mentioning, for those who did not attend the

Identikit Manchester Project, some of the findings: 

• Participants had expected to see differences appear

between each Caffé Nero as the walk progressed.

However, by the end, although differences did occur,

the overriding feeling was one of being bludgeoned

by the whirr of espresso machines, leather furniture,

blue walls and light jazz background music.

Sameness won out and caffeine was exchanged for

Nurofen.

• One participant noticed that the images, banners and

posters displayed in the café potrayed face-to-face

community.  Whether older Italian men playing cards,

thirtysomething Italian women gossiping or a younger

man getting his haircut, these images seemed at odds

with the actual social relations being formed in Caffé

Nero.  Caffé Nero is a place where it is accepted and

almost expected that you are alone.  People read the

paper, use their laptop, text on the phone, etc. . . It is

the site of a virtual community.  To say this is any less

legitimate than face-to-face communication would be

to fall into the propaganda provided by the café itself.

• One pariticipant discovered that toilet access,

specifically in Caffé Neroes located in older

buildings, also provides access to the backrooms of

the buildings.  On Oxford Rd., one participant found

his way into an unlocked cellar with full access to the

building’s electric panel.  On Cross Street the

participant discovered a Caffé Nero training centre

located two floors above the café.  His friend kindly

slipped his job application under the training room

door.  A propane tank was also found in the same

staircore.  Interestingly, a door leading to the

neighbouring Subway was also found.  Subway is

another chain store who have blanketed Manchester.

These two chains were linked, not at the front, but at

the back.  Back stage and front stage became

important themes of the project.   

• Rarely did participants see a family.  Teenagers, the

elderly and families do not view Caffé Nero as their

space.

• Caffé Nero is undergoing a ‘McDonaldsification’ in

the sense that it has reached saturation point.  This

coincides with a general decline in standards

throughout the chain.  Tables are not cleaned, toilets

are often filthy and debris is scattered about.  Care

and attention to detail are left behind in the clamour

for expansion.  Starbucks reached this point long ago.

• It took a whle for participants to get used to not

buying anything.  Simply sitting in the space left an

uncomfortable feeling as purchasing coffee is part of

the Caffé Nero routine.  To alleviate this, participants

often grabbed a free cup of water or sat at a table with

the detritus left by a previous customer.  On occasion,

when pressured by staff, a participant would ‘take an

espresso for the team’. 

• For many, the Caffé Nero experience is part of a daily

routine.  Yet it is also a precarious routine, disrupted

by other customers who may not have the cultural

capital to quickly order a regular lattè.  

• Participants noted that café culture is not new to

British life.  However, in its is current incarnation,

fuelled by chain establishments, it is bound to

gentrification and ‘regeneration’.

• Caffeine is the fuel of the city by day, alcohol is the

fuel of the city by night. 



Identikit Manchester Project and the
Transformation of Caffe Nero 

The Identikit Manchester Project transformed the role of

Caffé Nero. Formerly a chain cafe, Caffé Nero is now a

site of social examination. The Identikit Manchester

Project initiated a change in function. Once solely a

profit-making, space dominating enterprise, Caffé Nero

is now a site of social critique where contemporary life

is laid bare for willing researchers.  This is a change

that the CEO of Caffé Nero, Dr. Gerry Ford, could

never have forseen. 



Excluzones
Strip out the areas where entry presumes a consumer

exchange. Those where cash is needed for full

participation. Highlight areas of prohibition, amplify

the curation of the past. Beyond this, operate

reflexively, point out the layers, historical,

sociological...

See what’s left.







Along with our re-examinations of original

Situationist texts, we will be investigating the printed

material of the 1990s psychogeographic groups over

the next few issues. We invite anyone who may wish to

contribute to these debates to do so here. 

We are going to begin with a full reprint of a four page

leaflet, issued (we assume) by the Association of

Autonomous Astronauts, which we think needs no further

comment in terms of our ‘materialist’ project.

Coming soon! LPA literature (see below).

Other Groups1







The MPA AGM1

To be held in the phone box at the end of Princes

Street, Abergavenny. Participation by affiliates is

expected. If you are unable to attend in person phone

01873852232

Representatives will be on hand to take your call.

March 1st 2008, starting at 1pm

Work on a Saturday-ch-ch-ch

www.materialistpsychogeography.co.uk



1 A mistake made by all the city planners is to consider

the private automobile (and its by-products, such as

the motorcycle) as essentially a means of

transportation. In reality, it is the most notable

material symbol of the notion of happiness that

developed capitalism tends to spread throughout the

society. The automobile is at the center of this general

propaganda, both as supreme good of an alienated

life and as essential product of the capitalist market:

It is generally being said this year that American

economic prosperity is soon going to depend on the

success of the slogan “Two cars per family.”

2 Commuting time, as Le Corbusier rightly noted, is a

surplus labor which correspondingly reduces the

amount of “free” time.

3 We must replace travel as an adjunct to work with

travel as a pleasure.

4 To want to redesign architecture to accord with the

needs of the present massive and parasitical existence

of private automobiles reflects the most unrealistic

misapprehension of where the real problems lie.

Instead, architecture must be transformed to accord

with the whole development of the society, criticizing

all the transitory values linked to obsolete forms of

social relationships (in the first rank of which is the

family).

5 Even if, during a transitional period, we temporarily

accept a rigid division between work zones and

residence zones, we must at least envisage a third

sphere: that of life itself (the sphere of freedom and

leisure — the essence of life). Unitary urbanism

acknowledges no boundaries; it aims to form an

integrated human milieu in which separations such as

work/leisure or public/private will finally be

dissolved. But before this is possible, the minimum

action of unitary urbanism is to extend the terrain of

play to all desirable constructions. This terrain will be

at the level of complexity of an old city.

6 It is not a matter of opposing the automobile as an

evil in itself. It is its extreme concentration in the

cities that has led to the negation of its function.

Urbanism should certainly not ignore the automobile,

but even less should it accept it as its central theme.

It should reckon on gradually phasing it out. In any

case, we can envision the banning of auto traffic from

the central areas of certain new complexes, as well as

from a few old cities.

7 Those who believe that the automobile is eternal are

not thinking, even from a strictly technological

standpoint, of other future forms of transportation.

For example, certain models of one-man helicopters

currently being tested by the US Army will probably

have spread to the general public within twenty years.

Situationist Theses
on Traffic by Guy-Ernest Debord



8 The breaking up of the dialectic of the human milieu

in favor of automobiles (the projected freeways in

Paris will entail the demolition of thousands of

houses and apartments although the housing crisis is

continually worsening) masks its irrationality under

pseudopractical justifications. But it is practically

necessary only in the context of a specific social set-

up. Those who believe that the particulars of the

problem are permanent want in fact to believe in the

permanence of the present society.

9 Revolutionary urbanists will not limit their concern to

the circulation of things, or to the circulation of

human beings trapped in a world of things. They will

try to break these topological chains, paving the way

with their experiments for a human journey through

authentic life.

1 Taken from www.nothingness.org but originally published in Internationale Situationniste #3 1959. Translation Ken
Knabb. Illustration from ‘New and Accurate Maps of the World’ by Steve Hanson and Robert Galeta (Nowt Press).



In his ‘Situationist Theses on Traffic’, Guy Debord

identifies the car as ‘the most notable material symbol

of the notion of happiness’, of ‘supreme good of an

alienated life and as essential product of the capitalist

market’1. Margaret Thatcher claimed, relatively recently,

that a man approaching mid-life on a bus could consider

himself a failure. This connotational, stigmatic

condition still grips many people and is only just

beginning to be permeated by oppositional voices.

Debord states that ‘we can envision the banning of auto

traffic from the central areas of certain new complexes,

as well as from a few old cities.’1 We are currently

experiencing the simultaneous existence of a 4x4 car

culture and the emergence of voices opposing it on the

media landscape.

However, Debord is far from an eco-warrier: ‘Those

who believe that the automobile is eternal are not

thinking, even from a strictly technological standpoint,

of other future forms of transportation. For example,

certain models of one-man helicopters currently being

tested by the US Army will probably have spread to the

general public within twenty years.’1 Recently, the BBC

reported on ‘Business demand for air taxis’: ‘Jennifer

Palmer of the US-wide private charter website,

Skyjet.com, says, “Private jets can be a very practical

business tool, it’s not just about luxury.” […] “The cost

of taking six or seven people on a small business jet can

be less than the full fare paid with a larger airline.” […]

For example, a business class day return from London

to Frankfurt with a regular scheduled airline for six

people would cost $4,600. The same journey for six in a

private turboprop would cost barely $3,500. […]

Northern Ireland-based inventor Ajoy Kundu has

designed a new type of small aircraft, and is currently

looking for financial backers.’2 It is, it must be said,

unfair to accuse Debord of missing an ecological issue

which was out of his temporal frame of reference,

although his original point remains interesting.

Debord expanded his ideas on mobility, stating that:

‘We must replace travel as an adjunct to work with

travel as a pleasure’1. Our current blurring of the binary

between labour and leisure has not led to emancipation,

but merely the blurring of the line between. It suits

certain people for this line to be unclear, or out of sight.

This is not a conspiracy theory but a complicity theory.

Debord continues: ‘Commuting time, as Le Corbusier

rightly noted, is a surplus labor which correspondingly

reduces the amount of “free” time’1. Perhaps a dérive

Some notes on...

1 Debord, Guy-Ernest. Originally published in Internationale Situationniste #3, 1959. Here taken from
nothingness.org. Original translation by Ken Knabb.

2 Business demand for air taxis, no author cited. Thursday, 15 November, 2001,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/1657676.stm accessed 03/01/06



around laptop users on trains now needs to be

formulated and undertaken? 

Debord’s attempted erasure of borders runs through the

article: ‘Even if, during a transitional period, we

temporarily accept a rigid division between work zones

and residence zones, we must at least envisage a third

sphere: that of life itself (the sphere of freedom and

leisure — the essence of life). Unitary urbanism

acknowledges no boundaries; it aims to form an

integrated human milieu in which separations such as

work/leisure or public/private will finally be dissolved.

But before this is possible, the minimum action of

unitary urbanism is to extend the terrain of play to all

desirable constructions…’1

This notion of ‘play’ travels through the 60s, into the

70s and 80s. A year before he died, Jeff Nuttall vented

spleen to me regarding how he saw happenings and

‘play’ trickle down through the decades, into Mandelson

and the Millenium Dome. He was so horrified by the

assimilative process he retreated from cities entirely3.

This notion of ‘play’ also tends to inform the notion of

an expanded middle class and increased material wealth,

one which Patrick Keiller tends to doubt:

‘Although GDP per head has increased since the 1970s,

on the basis of an “Index of Sustainable Economic

Welfare” (ISEW) assessed by the UK’s New Economics

Foundation and others elsewhere, people of the

advanced economies are now, on average, worse off

than they would have been in 1976, and no better off

than they would have been in the 1950s...’4

The Situationist dream, it seems, is easily converted into

neoliberalism, whether you follow it through Punk, into

Viven Westwood chain stores and trend-predicting, or if

you begin at the tap-root of the Situationist project.

Debord states that ‘… architecture must be transformed

to accord with the whole development of the society,

criticizing all the transitory values linked to obsolete

forms of social relationships (in the first rank of which

is the family).’1 In this we join a path which leads, via

Marxist critiques of the family unit, to the lip-service

the ‘Situationist
Theses on Traffic’

3 Jeff Nuttall interviewed by the author for the magazine Ptolemaic Terrascope, January 2001.

4 Patrick Keiller, interviewed by the author for the Centre for Urban and Community Research magazine, Street
Signs, issue no. 6. This was later cited in ‘Psychogeography’ by Merlin Coverley (Pocket Essentials 2006).



paid today to ‘end of society’, ‘classlessness’, although

Thatcher and the later Tory administration somehow

managed to re-figure this around individuals and

families. In his final aphorism Debord states his

possibly utopian desire: ‘Revolutionary urbanists will

not limit their concern to the circulation of things, or to

the circulation of human beings trapped in a world of

things. They will try to break these topological chains,

paving the way with their experiments for a human

journey through authentic life.’1

The search for ‘authentic’ life is an illusion, cities are

made of multiple subjectivities, not a mix of ‘authentic’

and ‘inauthentic’ people and objects. Debord’s Stalinist

trendencies are hinted in his self-election as judge of the

‘authentic’ and ‘inauthentic’. 

One MPA suggestion is to re-approach

psychogeography from the opposite of his point of view

on this last issue. 



Pavements littered with cars, hazard lights testifying to

the state of emergency, the impossibilty of crossing

roads for both young and old... we suggest direct, but

non-violent action: 

Print out multiples of this page and put them under

the windscreen wiper of any vehicle unjustly

invading your pavement space.

www.materialistpsychogeography.co.uk

MPA Theses on
Pedestrians



On April 14th, 2007 members of the MPA and Urbis

Staff gathered at the NCP Arena and Shopping

Carpark, Manchester.

To begin at the flat open space of a carpark was our

deliberate attempt to avoid the psychogeographic

obsession with towers - whether it be Canary Wharf or

Beetham Tower.  The carpark was also the former site

of Exchange Station, demolished in the 1960s with only

the defunct platform bridge remaining.  This suited

another purposed as the day marked the 86th

Anniversary of the Dadaists day out to St. Julien le

Pauvre - ‘the most boring church in Paris’.  In

commemoration the platform bridge was declared ‘the

most useless bridge in Manchester’.  Its uselessness

made evident by the flood of shoppers away from the

bridge towards the city's high streets.

A set of instructions was randomly selected by a

participant.  They read: 3rd Right, 1st Left, 2nd Left.

Immediately our intentions were frustrated as they led

the group around Manchester Cathedral with the church

tower acting as an axis point - although we circled it

neither in the direct or usual manner.  I was reminded of

a derive that had taken place the previous November.

Organised by the Loiterers Resistance Movement,

participants set off from Victoria Station using maps of

Brisbane Australia.  A wide loop around Strangeways

Prison was made, its watchtower effectively becoming a

pivot point.  And here again was the Cathedral tower

effectively acting as a pivot point.  The avoidance of the

tower was seemingly unavoidable.

However, the instructions flung us out of this orbit and

down Cathedral Street where the Triangle Shopping

Centre rests on the east side.  Formerly known as the

Corn Exchange, the legendary levitation of 1996 was

noted by participants.  Today it was only there for us to

pass by.  Cathedral Street empties out into Cathedral

Gardens, one of the city's new green spaces and flanked

by Urbis and Chetham's School of Music.  The gardens

were part of the post-bomb Master Plan which paid

focus to the creation of new public space and the

expansion of the retail core.  We had so far avoided the

latter but were now being confronted with the former.

This was familiar territory for the Urbis employees as

we walked past their doorstep.  These public spaces are

intended to compliment the surrounding commercial

areas.  Exchange Square, bounded by the Triangle,

Selfridges and Manchester Arndale is a case in point.

Upon its creation in 2000 it quickly became a

skateboarder's haven, attracting hundreds of teenage

‘moshers’.  Fearing potential customers were fearful of

the youth a dispersal order was put in place.  This

forced removal saw them simply move to the adjacent

Cathedral Gardens.  A dispersal order was put in place

there as well, but their removal only caused problems

elsewhere.  So now they remain.  Here the Master Plan

seems to have gone a little astray as this public space

has become the subject of unintended public use. 

Passing through the gardens also threw open the issue

of interpreting the rigid left and right instructions.  The

potential dead-end at the bin deposit behind Urbis was

avoided by a quick re-interpretation of what ‘left’

meant.  We advanced across Todd Street which is a

The best laid plans



watershed in the city centre.  The dilapidated Victoria

Station on the far side, with the post-industrial

hinterland beyond, is at odds with the regenerated area

which we had just passed through.  

The instructions took us behind the station and into its

carpark.  Passing under a viaduct at the rear, we entered

another carpark set back from the first.  Sunk below the

street level it was both unseen and unused.  An empty

hotel towered above on one side while the arches of a

railway bridge flanked the other.  I imagined these

arches to have once had the River Irk running through

them.  But the river is now buried deep beneath these

vacant industrial spaces.  This was a dead-end and we

turned back.  After retracing our steps we overlapped

our previous path by walking the viaduct which led out

to Chetham Hill.  Historically the Jewish Quarter of

Manchester, it is now occupied by warehouses and

wholesalers.  Winding through these back streets only

led us to further carparks.  Now a recurring theme, these

vacated plateaus punctuated the landscape surrounding

the regenerated centre.  The amount of derelict and

disused space we encountered only minutes from the

centre was surprising.  This hinterland had appeared

quickly and in abundance.  A clear example that once

we break from our purposeful passages through the city,

whether our commute to work or journey to our

favourite shop, the unexpected awaits.  Today this

unexpected appeared to reflect our initial

commemoration of useless space.   

In the last stages, we made a final loop around the

Boddingtons Brewery.  Earmarked for redevelopment,

many of the buildings had already been demolished.  All

that remained untouched was the brewery chimney

stack.  Once displaying the name of the historic

brewery, it is now draped in a banner reading

‘Demolition by P.P. O'Connor’.  The stack now declares

its own fate.

This was my lasting impression: the end of a 200 year

landmark and a loop around a tower that will soon

crumble to the ground.  Intention can be played out in

unexpected ways.

- Mark Rainey



Anonymity and
Representation



Anonymity and representation, or re-representation,

are central to ‘détournement’ and ‘dérive’. 

In Prague, I followed a flyposter with ‘Invisible’ across

the back of his jacket. Graffiti I observed down a side

street near to New Cross’s Venue simply stated,

‘unseen’. Did it point to anonymity as a method or

simply an unread text? Or was it a blankly ironic handle

for an absent author? Sometimes, major label record and

entertainment companies paste their posters all over the

city, usually using low-level marketing companies as a

form of the age-old ‘putting-out’ system. But how does

this differ from the ‘unauthorised’ use of the tag? Both

presume the public spectator’s interest, the tagger

perhaps politically, or solipsistically, the record labels

appeal via capital-centred, self-interest. Or rather, in the

case of the Prague flyposter, it is this and a site of

struggle for one trying to earn enough to live in the city. 

Certainly graffiti and the billboard clash: 

‘Graffitists Against Unhealthy Promotions... [caused] $1

million dollars of damage to tobacco billboards in and

around Sydney’4. 

Yet capital’s unofficial flyposting is surely as illegal as

tagging. Poetically perhaps, both the step and repeat

posters of the bill sticker and the gestures of the tagger

can be seen as a Fordist practice, time and motion

studies of representation. 

Victor Burgin has redefined ‘popular culture’ as ‘elitist’,

saying that ‘“elitism”... names any practice that serves

to support the narrowly patrician interests of a select

ruling class at the expense of the majority of those they

purport to “represent”’1. So under Burgin’s hypothesis,

wall coverings of all kinds could be ‘elitist’, whether by

taggers or marketing agency. Further, the ‘makeshift

shrines, posters of the missing, and graffiti’2 which

sprang up after 9/11, were of course inarguably engaged

with site and often its materiality. As a further example,

Haskins and DeRose argue that such outpourings acted

as autonomous representations, almost in opposition to

the contested permanent memorial at Ground Zero:

‘both street memorials and museum exhibitions

exemplify a tension between utopian and critical

relations between the art and its public’2. In essence,

they were questioning whose image of ‘memorial’ the

city’s fabric should morph for, in response to an event

which affected masses. Interestingly enough, the

ephemera was eventually curated: ‘Exhibitions acted as

depositories of vernacular expression and spaces where

a less hurried contemplation of the tragedy can be

realised”2. The minority determines what is seen by

many. This is no less the case with psychogeography,

our singular voices writ large (or larger at least) in this

publication. These risks and assumptions must be kept

in mind at all times: ‘Space is produced in the image of

capital but can be reappropriated in the symbolic

vocabulary of liberation’3. 

1 Burgin, V. (1996) In Different Spaces: Place and Memory in Visual Culture. Berkeley: University of California Press.

2 Haskins, E. and DeRose, J. (2003) ‘Memory, Visibility, and Public Space’. Space and Culture Vol.6 No.4, November
2003. Sage.

3 Keith, M. and Pile, S. (1993) ‘The Place of Politics’ in (eds.) Place and the Politics of Identity. London: Routledge.

4 Klein, N. (2000) No Logo. London: Flamingo.



In the photographs here we see a Prague flyposter...



...and Daily Mail photographer, at Manchester’s first Flashmob, both are combining anonymity and representation.



Marking the 86th anniversary of the Dadaists day out to

the ‘most useless church in Paris’, our ‘Swarm’ tour

started at the ‘most useless bridge in Manchester’: the

old Exchange footbridge, linking two sides of the now

non-existent Exchange station.  The tour would be a

chance to view the city differently- to create a “random”

and exploratory route through familiar and unfamiliar

parts of the city centre, away from our usual routes

around the shops, or to and from work. We wouldn’t

quite be hurdling the obstacles we faced with brilliant

gymnastic ability, or fearlessly climbing the cooperative

buildings without harnesses, but we would be hopefully

gaining a refreshing view of the city, noticing different

things and actively enjoying our urban environment.

(And also getting a chance to wander round Manchester

in the rather freakishly hot sun that the city was

enjoying the particular Saturday…)  From our dada-

esque starting point of the Exchange footbridge, we

followed a single set of instructions that simply stated

“3rd Right, 1st Left, 2nd Left”. While perhaps meaning

that our route was not technically random, these

instructions ensured that we didn’t instinctively follow

known routes, but explored ones we wouldn’t think to

explore by just rambling.  Our instructions initially led

us back from the bridge, through the NCP car park, past

the cathedral, through exchange square…and back to

Urbis. However, already the intention of the tour was

coming into play, as our route through these spaces

were different than the usual logical path from the

bridge to Urbis: we passed through alleyways between

the Mitre Hotel and surrounding buildings, doubled

back on ourselves and past the cathedral again...

Following our instructions, we soon reached another car

park beside Victoria train station. (This seemed to be

becoming a theme…) Dutifully, we wandered through

the car park and through a beautiful curved railway

bridge, into…. yet another car park. (There are a lot of

them around Manchester).  Here, the instructions failed

us, as we ran into a dead end. The path from the car

park wound down enticingly to a brick wall and gated

passage.  Our nerve also failed us, and we decided not

to break a multitude of minor laws, but instead to

retrace our steps back to the entrance of the car park.

We began following the instructions again upon exiting

the car park, and reached the beginning of an area of

North Manchester called ‘Angel Meadow’. (Apparently

so called as it was initially the site for a children’s

graveyard. Cheery stuff.). The north side of Manchester

city centre is an interesting place. It has a funny feel to

it, full of industrial/wholesale warehouses and outlet

stores. It feels slightly limbo-ish: neither city nor

suburb.  There’s evidence of redevelopment creeping in,

for instance, with the arrival of the ‘Green Quarter’, yet

more new flats promising to bring life and, presumably,

greenery, to Manchester city centre.  Presumably, the

redevelopment will continue to creep outwards from the

city centre, and this slightly odd landscape of

prefabricated warehouses and large roads will become

dominated by posh city centre apartments.  Continuing

to follow our instructions, we passed over the bridge we

had just 10 minutes before passed under. This

overlapping was somehow quite pleasing- allowing for

Swarm Tour



new perspectives and unexpected views. It also makes

you think about how much you take for granted in the

city. Walking the same routes, with the same

perspectives, out of habit and convenience, you forget

the numerous back alleys, the random, forgotten,

disused spaces that exist just minutes from your current

path.  As we passed the MEN Arena, we encountered

large queues of people. (We later overheard someone

discussing the fact that they must all be there to see

“that ice show”…). These people, or at least some of

them, must have parked in the car parks we’d just

ambled through. Some of them perhaps visiting

Manchester for the first time, seeing it first from this

limbo-esque place. Odd thinking of a place you know so

well as somehow foreign, either imaging it through

another’s eyes, or discovering new and therefore foreign

aspects for yourself.  Traveling in the summer of 2006,

my friend and I encountered a total of 14 new towns

and cities in a short period of time. Each one we

approached in a manner both similar and dissimilar to

this SWARM tour. We would happily wander round,

with no real prior knowledge of the city, just enjoying

our surroundings, and more often than not, the sun.

Ljubljana, the beautiful Slovenian capital, we happily

encountered due to a mistake with our train tickets. We

were forced to halt our journey to Salzburg, getting off

and buy new tickets, and so spent the remainder of the

day wandering around the little streets, encountering

little tiled space invaders of the sort found all around

Manchester and other stunning graffiti on the historic

buildings.  Equally luckily, while exploring Munich,

Germany, we chanced upon a large street festival with

music, film, food and dancing, which, had we not

strayed unknowingly from the main routes in the city,

we wouldn’t have found.  This sort of approach

definitely has its benefits- chancing upon beautiful

views/cafes/parks without planning to find them gives a

(perhaps false) sense of achievement and satisfaction,

and the spontaneity that simply wandering and enjoying

your surroundings is refreshing and a break from more

structured routes and habits.  The remainder of our first

Manchester “Swarm tour” took us past the old

Boddingtons brewery, back round past the MEN, under

another railway bridge (passing, as we did so, a new

tiled space invader I hadn’t noticed before), and finally

round the back of Chetham’s School of Music.

Interestingly, the rigidity of our simple instructions

(“Third Left, first Right, second Right), threw up semi-

profound (or perhaps, quasi-profound) questions about

interpretation, control, and randomness. 

Not sure what the Dadaists would have made of our

stroll through the less scenic areas of Manchester, but it

was fun...

- Lucy Hughes Biddle



Looking For
the Party
An interregnum walk around Westminster, took place June 28th, 2007.



Next Issue



SH: Well, it doesn’t need to be London... social
critique is a good point...

MR: Is there a crater around London?  Hmm, the
Swiss Tower thing is out there and advertised.
Maybe we can have a walk from the Gherkin to
this as-of-yet-unknown sunken in subspace.
Perhaps the lowest tube station?

Then we get both extremes of London.  But its
whats in the middle that matters.

Also - a point for a manifesto: We regard
psychogeography as means of social critique.

SH: Well, I’ll put another up as soon as it’s full,
summer I’ll have time to attend to it, so end of. I
flagged up 28th June for a Swarm at Swiss
Tower, but I don’t want to attend that - I’d rather
walk around a huge crater or something on the
same day - so I guess you have choices, do the
Swiss Tower or do the as-yet-unidentified crater,
or a third dérive of your own, or none of the
above... perhaps the minuted meeting has started
and we just didn’t know it, let’s just print the
contents of this email when it’s done, leave all the
history in? It’s actually my birthday the 28th, I
picked the day on an ‘I’d like to do something on
my birthday’ basis... so it’s fairly arbitrary.
Actually that’s the date of government hand-
over... hmm... Might also be worth mentioning
that this ‘minuted’ meeting is a little more self-
conscious as we now know it will come out,
which we didn’t with the first one...

May also be worth talking about all that happened
with the launch and the Merlin Coverely
book/link on his website (which now works) etc

MR: Do we have an idea when we want the next
newsletter out?

We should have another ‘minuted meeting’ as
well.

Minutes



Walk
Saturday December 1st 2007. 
Meet at:
The Rifleman’s Arms, 
Blaenavon, 
Monmouthshire,
Wales



Affiliates
Nigel Armitage Leeds & Bradford

Katherine Bourke Canada

Andy Bowman Manchester

Johanne Chagnon Montreal 

Nick Chandler London

Guy Debord Manchester

Fergus Evans Manchester 

Matt Francis Canada

Betsy Greer Washington DC

Nick Hamilton London

Steve Hanson Wales & Yorkshire

Tomoko Ichitani Hiroshima

Martin Jackson London

Dave Jencks Yorkshire

Andrew Latz Manchester

Paul O’Brien Dublin

Mark Rainey Manchester

Raphael Schlembach Manchester 

Beatrice Schulz London 

Jim Segers Brussels & London

Will Shaw London

Georgina Whiteley London

If you wish to affiliate, please provide us with your name, email
address and location. We are looking for contributors. 


